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Democrat Brianne Murphy, Buerkle's challenger, visits Penfield

By Jill Terreri 

November 29, 2011
No one knows for certain which towns will be in which congressional districts yet, but that hasn't stopped candidates from beginning their campaigns.  Democrat Brianne Murphy of Syracuse headed west on Monday to tour the 25th Congressional District, where she is seeking to unseat Rep. Ann Marie Buerkle in 2012.

Murphy, 31, stopped at Bauman's Farm Market in Penfield to speak with farmer Jim Bauman, who asked her about hydrofracking and told her about the rising costs of health care.  Bauman told her the cost of government needs to be lowered and the free market opened up, saying too many regulations hinder business.  Murphy, a lawyer, describes herself as a "progressive" and said she appreciated Bauman's perspective. She spoke with him for about an hour inside the market, where produce, cider and pies were on sale.

Murphy supports efforts to build high-speed rail and said she does not think the 2010 federal health care law should be repealed, calling it a step in the right direction.  On hydraulic fracturing, Murphy said the option needs to be explored but that it should only be done if it can be done safely and with heavy regulation.

A native of Ireland, Murphy moved to Syracuse with her mother when she was 4, and had a modest upbringing, she said.  She knocked on doors with her mother, a labor union representative, whom Murphy described as an independent, when she was 7. She went on to George Washington University and Brooklyn Law School.

Murphy is a Syracuse-based labor and employment lawyer in private practice. She worked for the National Transportation Safety Board in Washington, D.C., for two years after law school and worked on then-Sen. Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign in Iowa for three months.

Murphy expects she will face former Rep. Dan Maffei in a Democratic primary, but noted that if Onondaga County is split during redistricting, it's possible she could be in one district while Maffei, who lives in a suburb east of Syracuse, could be in another.  The 25th District now includes Webster and parts of Penfield and Irondequoit, as well as Wayne and Onondaga counties and part of Cayuga County.

What the district will look like once new district boundaries are put in place, however, is anyone's guess.

Monroe County is divided into four congressional districts and politicians from both major parties are lobbying for the county to anchor one major district. The politicians acknowledge that the county's population is slightly larger than the total number of residents for each district in New York, and the county will need to be cut into at least two districts.

Murphy has so far raised about $29,000 and has about $13,000 on hand.

Maffei, meanwhile, has raised about $242,500 for the 2012 campaign, not including funds leftover from the last campaign, and has about $287,800 on hand.

Buerkle has raised about $276,000 this cycle and has $247,090 on hand.
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